"Feminist literature has maintained that we live in a 'rape culture' -that many components of our belief system support and condone rape (Brownmiller, 1975; Clark & Lewis, 1977; Griffin, 1971; Weis & Borges, 1973)." -Burt (1981)

"In recent years, researchers have undertaken an exploration of cultural myths pertaining to the causes and consequences of sexual assault against women by men. Pioneering works by Burt (1980) and Field (1978) unequivocally demonstrated that a significant segment of the American populace subscribed to fallacious notions. These erroneous beliefs encompassed convictions that women frequently fabricate accusations of rape against men, that rape is devoid of substantial harm, that some women harbor desires for or derive pleasure from rape, and that women, through imprudent or hazardous conduct, either instigate or deserve to experience rape.
The prevalent existence of these myths, as posited by numerous scholars (Brownmiller, 1975; Burt, 1980, 1991; Lottes, 1988; Quackenbush, 1989), is perceived to have contributed to the establishment of a climate conducive to rape, wherein victims bear a degree of responsibility for their own victimization. Simultaneously, perpetrators' actions are either exculpated or deemed justifiable within this framework." -Struckman-Johnson (1992)

"Theorists broadly define rape culture as “a pervasive ideology that effectively supports or excuses sexual assault” (Burt, 1980, p. 218). Burt (1980) posited that we as a country socialize our boys to be sexual aggressors and our girls to be sexually passive. Furthermore, we teach our children that aggressive behavior during sex is natural and normal. As a result of this, rape may be viewed as an extreme form of sanctioned male–female sexual interactions. In 1995, Lonsway and Fitzgerald expanded on Burt’s model of rape culture to include sexism and hostility toward women. Sexism is related to rape and sexual assault as it maintains the imbalance of power between men and women and thus limits women’s ability to have their voices heard both figuratively through victim blaming and literally through ignoring the word “no.” Furthermore, negative societal views of women along with desensitization and acceptance of violence may excuse the perpetration of rape and sexual assault." -Johnson (2021)

'Myths that male rape cannot happen, and is not traumatic to men, involves victim blaming.' -Struckman-Johnson (1992)

"you are subtle as a window pane
standing in my view
but i will wait for it to rain
so that i can see you
you call me up at night when there's
no light passing through
and you think that i don't understand
but i do" -Ani Difranco
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